EXTREME CURIOSITY RAISED.
my place. I replied not a word, looking on at the company,
which was a sight to see. At the second or third summons, I
replied that he, on the contrary, must approach me.
" And M. le Comte de Toulouse T replied he.
"Approach," said I, and seeing him motionless with astonish-
ment, looking towards the Due du Maine's seat, which had been
taken by the Keeper of the Seals, I pulled him by his coat (I
was seated), saying to him, " Come here and sit down."
I pulled him so hard that he seated himself near me without
understanding aught.
"But what is the meaning of all this?" he demanded;
"where are these gentlemen T
"I don't know," replied I, impatiently; "but they are not
here."
At the same time, the Due de Noailles, who sat next to the
Due de Guiche, and who, enragod at counting for nothing in
preparations for such a great day, had apparently divined that
I was in the plot, vanquished by his curiosity, stretched over
the table in front of the Due de Guise, and said to me:
"In the name ofBHeaven, M. le Due, do me the favour to say
what all this means T
I was at daggers-drawn with him, as I have explained, and
had no mercy for him. I turned, therefore, towards him with
a cold and disdainful air, and, after having heard him out, and
looked at him, I turned away again. That was all my reply.
The Duo de Guiche pressed me to say something, even if it
was only that I knew all. I denied it, and yet each seated
himself slowly, because intent only upon looking around, and
divining what all this could mean, and because it was a long
time before any one could comprehend that we must proceed
to business without the bastards, although nobody opened his
mouth.
Before relating what took place at this Council, I will ex-
plain the arrangement of the chamber in which it was held, so
that what has just been explained, and what is going to be,
may appear clearer.
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